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Mariachi Suite

By Jorge Vargas (BMiI)

Program Notes

Mariachi Suite is a collection of three popular mariachi styles that have been adapted for concert band: The
ranchera, the bolero, and the son jalisciense. These three styles are a perfect introduction to the world of mariachi
music. Each style has it's own unique characteristics, adding to the overall charm of the piece.

Rehearsal suggestions:

-Schedule a listening session with your band. Listen to recordings of mariachi groups playing these three styles in order
to get a better understanding of the piece.

-Pay close attention to the accents. Make sure they are played correctly since accents play a very important part in
mariachi music.

-Mariachi music has plenty of hemiolas and syncopated rhythms. This piece is no different. A quick review of these
rhythms will help stabilize the overall flow of the piece

About the Composer

Jorge L. Vargas (b.1971) is a Mexican-American composer, arranger, and clinician.
He holds a Bachelor’'s Degree in Music Education from The University of Texas-San
Antonio and a Master’s Degree in Education from Lamar University. He currently
teaches at Memorial Junior High in Eagle Pass, TX, where he directs the concert
band and the mariachi group and coordinates the beginner classes.

Mr. Vargas has written and arranged for concert band, marching band, string
orchestra, and mariachi ensemble. Many of his works appear on several state and
festival lists. Mr Vargas' music has been selected to the J.W. Pepper Editor’s
Choice list and Bandworld Magazine's Top 100, and several of his works have been
featured at the Midwest Clinic in Chicago.

Mr Vargas was born in Piedras Negras, Coahuila, Mexico, and currently resides in
Eagle Pass, TX, with his wife, Adriana, a 5th-grade math teacher.
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